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Peru is working on protecting its tropical rain forests and better managing agriculture, 

which account for the bulk of its climate-warming emissions. 

Environment 

Minister Manuel 

Pulgar-Vidal 

said the 

measures will 

be the 

cornerstone of 

Peru’s 

contribution to a 

global climate 

deal that envoys 

from more than 

190 nations will 

attempt to 

broker in Paris 

at the end of next year. 

“It’s clear that 60 percent of Peru’s emissions are linked to agriculture and forests, so 

obviously the biggest focus of our national contribution will concentrate on those tasks,” 

Pulgar-Vidal said in an interview Lima, which is hosting the last major round of United 

Nations climate talks before the Paris meeting. 

The comments are an indication of the breadth of the problem of reining in the pollution 

blamed for damaging the Earth’s climate. Those emissions include both carbon dioxide 

produced by burning fossil fuels and also the results of tearing down forests that absorb 

carbon. 

Envoys are trying to devise the first-ever global deal requiring emissions cuts or limits 

on their growth by all nations. It would take effect in 2020, replacing the 1997 Kyoto 

Protocol, which only assigned targets for developed countries. Kyoto now governs less 

than 15 percent of global greenhouse gases. 

Pledges Due 

At last year’s meeting in Warsaw, envoys agreed to make pledges to include in the 

Paris deal by the end of March 2015 “by those parties ready to do so.” Pulgar-Vidal, 

who is presiding over the Lima round of talks said he expected all developed nations to 
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announce their contributions in the first quarter. Peru, he said, might take a bit longer, 

though its plan will be announced by June. 

Peru, whose rainforests are at the headwaters of the Amazon river, already has done 

some preparatory work. That includes making an inventory of its forests, an examination 

of the stock of carbon in the forest floor and soils, passing a forestry law and setting up 

a forestry service. The Latin American nation is also conducting a $50 million study to 

better understand what drives deforestation. 

“We’re not starting from zero,” Pulgar-Vidal said. “We have all the tools that will allow to 

set a solid program for our national contribution on the theme of forests.” 

Peru intends to boost renewable energy from about 2.5 percent of electricity production 

now to at least 5 percent, excluding what it gets from hydropower plants. The minister 

didn’t discuss a timeframe for achieving that goal. 

Solar Ambition 

The country has just given the go-ahead to a plan to install 500,000 solar panels in less-

populated areas, and aims to tap more renewables to help raise the rate of 

electrification in rural areas to 95 percent by 2021 from less than 90 percent now, 

Pulgar-Vidal said. 

The country is also studying various “scenarios of growth divorced from carbon,” he 

said. The Peruvian plan will look at ways to manage waste and improve public transport 

to reduce emissions further, he said. 

The UN talks, which began two days ago, are scheduled to end on Dec. 12. 
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