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The Peruvian government seeks to attract investment -- both foreign and domestic -- in nearly 
all sectors of the economy. Several high level Peruvian officials, including President Humala, 
the Minister of Economy and Finance, and the Central Bank President, attended global 
business conferences and toured several countries in 2012 in an effort to attract foreign 
investment. Peruvians and Americans benefit from the United States-Peru Trade Promotion 
Agreement (PTPA) which entered into force on February 1, 2009. The PTPA establishes a 
secure, predictable legal framework for U.S. investors operating in Peru. The PTPA protects 
all forms of investment. U.S. investors enjoy in almost all circumstances the right to 
establish, acquire and operate investments in Peru on an equal footing with local investors. 

Peru’s 1993 Constitution guarantees national treatment for foreign investors and permits 
foreign investment in almost all economic sectors. Under the Constitution, foreign investors 
have the same rights as national investors to benefit from any investment incentives, such as 
tax exemptions. Article 6 of Supreme Decree No. 162-92-EF authorizes private investors to 
carry out any economic activity, provided investors comply with all constitutional precepts, 
laws and treaties. However, a few exceptions exist. For example, the law excludes 
investment activities in natural protected areas and manufacturing of war weapons, pursuant 
to Article 6 of Legislative Decree No. 757. Some laws require that Peruvians own a majority 
share in companies operating in certain sectors: media, air and land transportation, and 
private security surveillance services. Foreigners are legally forbidden from owning a majority 
interest in radio and television stations in Peru; nevertheless, foreigners have in practice 
owned controlling interests in such companies. Prior approval is required for domestic or 
foreign investment in banking (for financial regulatory reasons) and defense-related sectors. 
Under the Constitution, foreign interests cannot "acquire or possess under any title, mines, 
lands, forests, waters, or fuel or energy sources" within 50 kilometers of Peru's international 
borders. However, foreigners can obtain concessions and rights within the restricted areas 
with the authorization of a supreme resolution approved by the Cabinet and the Joint 
Command of the Armed Forces.  For more information about this and investing in Peru, we 
encourage U.S. companies interested in investing in Peru to read thoroughly the in-depth 
report on Investment Climate published here and to contact us for more information. 

 

For More Information 
 

The U.S. Commercial Service in Peru can be contacted via e-mail at: Office.Lima@trade.gov;  
Phone: (511) 618-2442; or visit our website: http://export.gov/peru/index.asp.  

http://www.state.gov/e/eb/rls/othr/ics/2013/204714.htm
http://export.gov/peru/contactus/index.asp
mailto:Office.Lima@trade.gov
http://export.gov/peru/index.asp
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The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner 
 

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help 
U.S. companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist 
in the U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac. 
 
Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the 
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to 
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal 
advice. The Commercial Service reference to or inclusion of material by a non-U.S. Government entity in this document is for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement by the Commercial Service of the entity, its materials, or 
its products or services. 
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